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Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Sir: 

As soon as the Serial No. and Filing Date have been accorded the above- 
identified application, kindly enter the following amendment: 

IN THE CLAIMS : See Listing of Claims. This listing will replace all prior versions and 
Listing of Claims in the application. 

************************ 

REMARKS: 

A few constructive editorial changes have been made in the claims to bring them 
somewhat more into line with U.S. practice and requirements. 

Applicants have cancelled all of the originally filed claims, 1-23. New claims 
24-73 have been added to better encompass the full scope and breadth of the 
invention, notwithstanding Applicants' belief that the claims would have been 
allowable as originally filed. 



Entry of the amendments and favorable action on the merits are all hereby respectfully 
solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE FIRM O F HUESCHEN AND SAGE 

y^S^ * 

G.^ATRICK SAGE, Attorney #37,710 

Dated: April 23, 2004 
Customer No. 25,666 
500 Columbia Plaza 
350 East Michigan Ave. 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 
(269) 382-0030 

Enclosure: Return Postal Card Receipt 
Listing of Claims 



* * * * * 



THE COMMISSIONER IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO CHARGE ANY FURTHER OR 
ADDITIONAL FEES WHICH MAY BE REQUIRED (DUE TO OMISSION, DEFICIENCY, OR 
OTHERWISE), OR TO CREDIT ANY OVERPAYMENT, TO DEPOSIT ACCOUNT NO. 
08,3220. 
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